Jianli Zhao

Education

09 2026

-09 2028 Erasmus Mundus Joint Master, Data Engineering and Artificial Intelligence
Full Scholarship

09 2021

-06 2025 B.Sc. Computer Science, Shandong University (a joint program with ANU)
GPA: 88.07/100 - Rank: 7/102

Research Interests

Natural Language Processing, Al Safety, Trustworthy LLMs, Interpretability and Alignment

Research Experience

04 2025

—now Remote Research Intern, Martin AIGI, Oxford (Advisor: )

07 2024

-10 2024 Onsite Research Intern, Jmcauley Lab, UCSD (Advisor: )

12 2022

-07 2024 Research Assistant, SDU nlp Lab, Shandong University (Advisor: )

Industry Experience

06 2026

—09 2026 Ant Group, Intern
Investigated intrinsic model safety for banking and financial applications, focusing
on safety capabilities embedded within the model.

04 2026

-06 2026 StepFun, Foundation Model Intern
Contributed to foundation model pretraining and multimodal data processing to
support model training.


mailto:zhao78740@gmail.com
https://gentlyzhao.github.io/
https://fbarez.github.io/
https://cseweb.ucsd.edu/~jmcauley/
https://faculty.sdu.edu.cn/jiangbin

Publications

G Google Scholar

[C1]

[C2]

Chain-of-Thought Hijacking

Jianli Zhao, Tingchen Fu, Rylan Schaeffer, Mrinank Sharma, and Fazl Barez
Under Review NeurIPS 2026: Ratings 444

LLM Safety - Jailbreaking - Mechanistic Interpretability

Induces excessively long chain-of-thought in reasoning models to weaken refusals, investigating
the underlying mechanism through activation probing and causal interventions.

IPED: An Implicit Perspective for Relational Triple Extraction based on Diffusion
Model

Jianli Zhao, Changhao Xu, and Bin Jiang

NAACL 2024 Main Conference paper

Information Extraction - Diffusion Models

Formulates joint entity and relation extraction as iterative denoising of implicit block representa-
tions.
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